Stations of the Cross:

A Native American Catholic Journey of
Healing and Reconciliation

By Deacon Larry M. Deschaine, PhD
Catholic Native American Ministries

Diocese of Charleston

Introduction

Prayer to be read at the beginning of the journey

Creator God, Great Spirit who breathes life into all creation, we gather in these sacred woods to
walk the path of your Son's suffering. As we journey through these Stations of the Cross, we
remember that Jesus walked upon this land we now call America long before European settlers
arrived—mnot in physical form, but in the hearts and spirits of Native peoples who recognized the
divine in all creation.

We pray together as your children—Native and non-Native—acknowledging both the beauty of
our shared faith and the painful history that has divided us. As Pope Francis reminds us, "The
Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us.
Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common home" (Laudato Si, 13)*.

Holy One, as we walk among these trees that have witnessed generations come and go, help us
remember the deep Catholic traditions of Native peoples, the wisdom of indigenous spirituality
that recognizes your presence in all living things, and the call to be stewards of this sacred earth.

Bless us as we walk these Stations today. Open our hearts to healing and reconciliation, knowing
that, as the USCCB affirms in "Keeping Christ's Sacred Promise?," we are called to acknowledge
past harm while working toward building a future marked by respect, understanding, and shared
faith.

We pray for the grace to see with Christ's eyes, to love with Christ's heart, and to walk gently on
this earth as Christ would have us do. We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

" https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
2 https://www.usccb.org/resources/keeping-christs-sacred-promise
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Station 1: Jesus is Condemned to Death

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

In the stillness of these woods, we recall Jesus standing before Pilate, condemned by those who
failed to recognize his sacred identity, just as Native peoples have too often been condemned by
those who failed to see the image of God in them.

The unjust judgment placed upon Jesus reminds us of the many judgments made against
Indigenous peoples—judgments that led to broken treaties, stolen lands, and attempts to erase
cultures and languages that had honored the Creator for centuries before Columbus arrived.

Saint Kateri Tekakwitha®, the Lily of the Mohawks, understood what it meant to be judged
harshly. She remained faithful to Christ despite being ostracized by her own community, first for
her illness and then for her conversion. She teaches us that in the face of condemnation, we must
remain steadfast in our commitment to truth and justice.

Pope Francis reminds us: "...history of suffering and contempt does not heal easily. Nor has
colonization ended; in many places, it has been changed, disguised and concealed, while losing
none of its contempt for the life of the poor and the fragility of the environment.” (Querida
Amazonia, 15)*. Like the cedar trees that stand tall around us, we are called to be firmly rooted
in truth, acknowledging historical wounds while working toward healing.

Prayer: Creator God, who allowed your Son to stand condemned so that we might be set free,
help us to recognize and speak against the unjust condemnations that continue in our world.
Guide us to listen to the voices that have been silenced, to honor the wisdom of Native elders,
and to work for a Church and a society where no one stands condemned because of their culture
or heritage. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

8 https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14471a.htm
4 https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-

ap_20200202_guerida-amazonia.html
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Station 2: Jesus Carries His Cross

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

As Jesus took up his cross, he carried not only the weight of the rough-hewn wood but also the
weight of humanity's sins. In this forest, as we feel the earth beneath our feet, hear the birds and
the babbling brook, see the bright sky and the white clouds, we remember that Native peoples
have carried heavy crosses not of their own making—crosses of displacement, cultural
suppression, and the burden of being treated as strangers in their ancestral homelands.

The "Keeping Christ's Sacred Promise" pastoral plan acknowledges that the cross of Jesus has
been a symbol of hope and strength for Native American Catholics. For generations, the cross
has been carried in procession in Native communities, adorned with symbols that speak to both
Catholic faith and Indigenous identity.

Saint Rose Philippine Duchesne®, who was called the woman who prays always by the
Potawatomi people she served, teaches us that authentic love means walking alongside those
who suffer, helping to bear their burdens. Though her mission among Native peoples had many
challenges, her prayers and presence offered solidarity.

The earth under our feet has absorbed the tears of generations. As we stand here, surrounded by
the natural world that Native peoples have treasured and protected for millennia, we feel the
interconnectedness of all suffering—Christ's, the earth's, and humanity's.

Prayer: Jesus, you who carried the heavy cross through the streets of Jerusalem, give strength to
all who carry burdens of historical trauma, ongoing discrimination, and cultural loss. Help us to
recognize how we might lighten one another's loads. Teach us to walk in solidarity with Native
communities as they work to preserve their languages, ceremonies, and connections to the land.
May we follow the wisdom of your gospel and Catholic Social Teaching, recognizing our
responsibility to create a world where the dignity of every person and culture is upheld. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

5 https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05182a.htm
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Station 3: Jesus Falls the First Time

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

The weight of the cross causes Jesus to fall. Here in the midst of this living forest, we feel the
humility of our human condition—Ilike Jesus, we too fall under our burdens. This station reminds
us of the first great fall experienced by Native communities: the devastating impact of diseases
brought by European settlers that decimated entire tribes, forever changing the demographic
landscape of this continent.

The ground upon which Jesus fell was holy ground, just as this land beneath our feet is holy—
land that holds the memory of Native peoples who lived in harmony with creation for countless
generations before European contact.

Venerable Nicholas Black Elk, Lakota catechist and holy man, ® understood both falling and
rising. After witnessing the tragedy at Wounded Knee, he embraced Catholicism while
maintaining the wisdom of his Lakota traditions. He taught that the Holy Land is everywhere and
helped his people find ways to rise from the devastation of their losses.

The USCCB's pastoral plan reminds us that Native American Catholics remain resilient in their
faith despite historical traumas. This resilience mirrors Christ's determination to rise and
continue his journey to Calvary.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, who fell under the weight of the cross but did not remain fallen, grant us the
strength to acknowledge the historical falls and failures in the relationship between the Church
and Native peoples. Help us to rise together in a spirit of reconciliation and mutual respect. May
we learn from those like Nicholas Black Elk who found ways to integrate the beauty of Native
spirituality with the truth of the Catholic faith. Remind us that falling is not the end of the
story—it is what we do after we fall that matters. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

8 https://www.rapidcitydiocese.org/black-elk-cause/
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Station 4: Jesus Meets His Mother

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

In the midst of his suffering, Jesus encounters his mother Mary. Their eyes meet in a moment of
profound connection, love transcending the pain of the moment. In Native cultures, the role of
mothers and grandmothers has always been sacred—they are the keepers of wisdom, language,
and tradition, much as Mary kept all these things in her heart.

We recall the mothers of Native communities who watched helplessly as their children were
taken to boarding schools, where many were forbidden to speak their languages or practice their
cultural traditions. Like Mary watching her son suffer, these mothers endured a piercing of the
heart.

Saint Juan Diego, to whom Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared, understood the power of a
mother's love and intercession’. Our Lady came to him in a way that spoke to indigenous hearts,
standing on the moon, wrapped in stars, her appearance and symbols bridging cultures and faiths.

The relationship between Jesus and Mary reminds us of the importance of family bonds in
Native communities—bonds that colonial policies often sought to break. Catholic Social
Teaching emphasizes the family as the fundamental cell of society, and Native cultures have
long understood this truth.

Prayer: Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother, who stood with your son in his darkest hour, be
with all mothers who have seen their children suffer from the effects of cultural dispossession
and discrimination. Comfort those who still feel the pain of family separations that occurred
through boarding schools and forced relocations. Help us to restore and strengthen family bonds
that have been broken. Guide the Church to be a true mother to all her children, embracing the
diversity of cultures and traditions that enrich our Catholic faith. We ask this through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

7 https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07043a.htm
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Station 5: Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus Carry His Cross

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

Simon of Cyrene, a stranger, is pressed into service to help Jesus carry his cross. In this moment
of compelled compassion, a relationship is formed. As we stand among these trees that support
one another in the forest ecosystem, we are reminded that we are called to help carry one
another's burdens.

The journey toward healing and reconciliation requires allies—those who are willing to step out
of comfort and privilege to walk alongside Native communities in their struggles for justice,
recognition, and self-determination. Just as Simon helped Jesus, non-Native Catholics are called
to stand in solidarity with Native Catholic communities.

Blessed Stanley Rother,® who served indigenous communities in Guatemala and learned their
language to better minister to them, exemplifies this solidarity. Though not Native himself, he
became so connected to the people he served that he refused to abandon them even when his life
was threatened, saying, "The shepherd cannot run.”

The Truth and Reconciliation Garden at Mepkin Abbey ° offers a model for creating spaces
where painful histories can be acknowledged and where new relationships can grow. Such spaces
embody the call in "Keeping Christ's Sacred Promise™ to build bridges of healing and
understanding.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, you who accepted the help of Simon, help us to recognize when we are
called to stand with those who suffer injustice. Give courage to allies who support Native
communities in their work for cultural revitalization and justice. Guide the Church to be a true
partner on the journey toward healing historical wounds. Help us to understand that
reconciliation requires concrete actions, not just good intentions. May we learn from the example
of Blessed Stanley Rother and all those who — standing firm - have given their lives in solidarity
with indigenous peoples. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

8 https://archokc.org/stanleyrother
¢ https://mepkinabbey.org/meditation-garden-of-truth-reconciliation-featured-at-national-native-american-
catholic-conference/
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Station 6: Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

Veronica steps forward with compassion, offering Jesus the simple gift of a cloth to wipe his
bloodied face. In return, his image remains on the cloth—a testament to how acts of mercy leave
lasting impressions. Here in these woods, surrounded by plants that have been used for healing
by Native peoples for generations, we consider the healing power of compassionate presence.

Veronica's act reminds us of the many Native healers and medicine people who have tended to
physical, emotional, and spiritual wounds in their communities. Many of these traditional healing
practices, once suppressed or dismissed, are now recognized for their wisdom and efficacy.

Saint Martin de Porres'?, himself of mixed racial heritage in colonial Peru, devoted his life to
healing the sick regardless of their social status. His integration of traditional remedies with
prayer exemplifies how different streams of wisdom can flow together in service of human
dignity.

The USCCB pastoral plan calls for Native American approaches to healing to be respected and,
where appropriate, incorporated into Catholic pastoral practice. This recognition honors the
Divine Healer who works through many traditions to bring wholeness to a broken world.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, who blessed Veronica's act of compassion by leaving your image on her
veil, help us to see your face in every person we encounter. Open our hearts to the healing
wisdom present in Native traditions that honor the connection between body, mind, spirit, and
creation. Guide medical and pastoral professionals to work respectfully with traditional healers,
recognizing that all authentic healing comes from you. May the Church be a place where diverse
healing traditions are honored and where historical wounds can be tended with compassion. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

10 https://dominicanfriars.org/st-martin-de-porres/
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Station 7: Jesus Falls the Second Time

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

Despite Simon's help, Jesus falls again under the weight of the cross. This second fall speaks to
the persistence of suffering and the reality that healing is rarely a straight path forward. As we
stand on this forest floor, while feeling its softness beneath our feet yet hearing the cries of the
leaves and sticks crunching, we acknowledge the multiple waves of injustice that have befallen
Native communities—broken treaties, forced relocations, and policies of assimilation.

The second great fall for many Native communities came with the era of boarding schools, many
run by religious institutions, including Catholic orders. "Kill the Indian in him, and save the
man." became the philosophy that led to tremendous cultural loss and intergenerational trauma.*!

Saint Katherine Drexel, who dedicated her fortune and life to serving Native and African
American communities, recognized these injustices and worked to create educational
opportunities that respected cultural identity.2 Her efforts in the late 1800s represent early
attempts to resist the prevailing tide of forced assimilation.

The Catholic principle of subsidiarity teaches that matters should be handled by the smallest,
lowest, or least centralized competent authority. This principle supports Native sovereignty and
self-determination—the right of Indigenous peoples to make decisions about their own
communities, lands, and futures.

Prayer: Jesus, you who fell a second time and yet rose again to continue your journey, give
strength to Native communities who continue to face multiple challenges and setbacks in their
fight for justice and recognition. Help the Church to acknowledge with humility its role in the
boarding school era and other policies that caused harm. Inspire us all to work for systems that
respect the principle of subsidiarity, recognizing the right of Native peoples to determine their
own paths forward. May we follow the example of Saint Katherine Drexel in using our resources
and privileges to support, rather than suppress, Indigenous communities. We ask this through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

" https://carlisleindian.dickinson.edu/teach/kill-indian-him-and-save-man-r-h-pratt-education-native-
americans
2 https://www.katharinedrexel.org/katharine-drexel/about-st-katharine-drexel/
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Station 8: Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

Even in his own suffering, Jesus pauses to acknowledge the weeping women of Jerusalem.
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children," he
tells them, showing his concern for the future generations.

This encounter speaks to the importance of lamenting injustice and acknowledging suffering—
not just for its own sake, but as a necessary step toward healing. In Native communities,
mourning ceremonies have long been recognized as essential for both individual and communal
healing.

Saint Bernadette Soubirous, who received visions of Our Lady at Lourdes, came from a poor and
marginalized family.™® Her experience reminds us that God often speaks most clearly through
those whom society has pushed to the margins. Similarly, Native voices, long silenced or
ignored, have crucial wisdom to offer the Church and the world.

The USCCB pastoral plan emphasizes the importance of creating spaces for lamentation and
storytelling as part of the healing process. The Truth and Reconciliation Garden at Mepkin
Abbey exemplifies this approach, providing a sacred space where painful histories can be
acknowledged and where tears can water the seeds of a more just future.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, who showed compassion to the weeping women even as you carried your
cross, give us hearts that can truly hear and respond to the lamentations of Native peoples. Help
us to create safe spaces where difficult truths can be spoken and heard—in our parishes, schools,
and communities. Guide us to follow the wisdom of Native traditions that understand the healing
power of communal mourning. May the tears shed over historical and ongoing injustices water
the seeds of authentic reconciliation. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

3 https://www.lourdes-france.org/en/bernadette-soubirous/
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Station 9: Jesus Falls the Third Time

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

Jesus falls a third time, his strength nearly exhausted. This fall brings him face to face with the
earth itself, which will soon receive his dead body, and from which he will rise, continue
teaching us and never forsake us. As we touch the ground of this forest, we recall that for Native
peoples, the earth is not merely soil but a living relation—Mother Earth, who sustains all life.

The third great fall for many Native communities came with the era of termination and relocation
in the mid-20th century, when the U.S. government sought to end its recognition of tribal
sovereignty and encouraged Native peoples to leave reservations for urban areas, further
disconnecting many from their lands, communities, and traditions.

Servant of God Nicholas William Owen, a Jesuit brother who built hiding places for priests
during the English persecution of Catholics, understood what it meant to preserve faith in times
of suppression.!* His ingenious efforts to create secret spaces where faith could be practiced
offer a parallel to how Native Catholics often had to find creative ways to maintain their cultural
and spiritual practices during times of persecution.

Catholic Social Teaching emphasizes care for creation and the interconnectedness of all life—
principles that align deeply with traditional Native understandings of our relationship with the
earth. Pope Francis writes in Laudato Si' that “The violence present in our hearts, wounded by
sin, is also reflected in the symptoms of sickness evident in the soil, in the water, in the air and in
all forms of life. This is why the earth herself, burdened and laid waste, is among the most
abandoned and maltreated of our poor; she “groans in travail” (Rom 8:22). We have forgotten
that we ourselves are dust of the earth (cf. Gen 2:7); our very bodies are made up of her
elements, we breathe her air and we receive life and refreshment from her waters.[2]”

Prayer: Jesus, who fell a third time and felt the earth against your face, help us to recognize our
profound connection to all creation. Guide the Church to embrace more fully the wisdom of
Native peoples who have long understood the sacredness of the land and our responsibility to
future generations. Strengthen Native communities who continue to stand as protectors of water,
land, and sacred sites. May we learn from those who, like Nicholas William Owen, find ways to
preserve what is precious even in the most difficult circumstances. Help us to rise from this third
fall with a renewed commitment to environmental justice and the protection of Mother Earth. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

4 https://www.jesuits.global/saint-blessed/saint-nicholas-owen/
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Station 10: Jesus is Stripped of His Garments

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

Jesus is stripped of his clothing, a final humiliation before his crucifixion. His dignity is
assaulted as he stands exposed before the crowd. This stripping speaks powerfully to the
experience of Native peoples who were stripped of their traditional clothing, regalia, and sacred
items—often as part of forced assimilation policies.

The taking of Jesus' seamless garment parallels the fragmentation of tribal lands through
allotment policies and the extraction of natural resources without consent. What was once whole
is divided and distributed among others.

Saint Andrew Kim Taegon, the first Korean-born Catholic priest who was martyred for his faith,
knew what it meant to have one's cultural identity questioned while maintaining fidelity to
Christ.*> He found ways to express Catholic faith through Korean cultural forms, much as Native
Catholics seek to bring together their indigenous identities and Catholic practices.

The USCCB pastoral plan acknowledges that Native American Catholics have the right to
worship as both Native Americans and Catholics, affirming that one should not have to be
stripped of cultural identity to be authentically Catholic.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, who endured the humiliation of being stripped before your execution, restore
dignity to all who have been stripped of their cultural identity, languages, and traditional
practices. Bless the efforts to repatriate sacred objects to Native communities, to find the
unmarked gravesites and pray over them. Guide the Church to honor and protect the right of
Native Catholics to express their faith in ways that incorporate indigenous symbols, music, and
ritual elements. Help us all to recognize that the richness of cultural diversity in the Church
reflects your boundless creativity. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

'S https://faith.nd.edu/saint/sts-andrew-kim-tae-gon-paul-chong-ha-sang-and-companions/
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Station 11: Jesus is Nailed to the Cross

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

The soldiers drive nails through Jesus' hands and feet, fixing him to the wooden cross. His body,
once free to move about healing and teaching, is violently restrained. The sound of the hammer
echoes through the hills of Jerusalem, just as today we might hear the distant sounds of
construction through these woods—reminders of how human activity changes landscapes.

This brutal fixing of Jesus to the cross evokes the constraints placed on Native peoples through
reservation systems, restrictive policies, and legal structures that continue to limit tribal
sovereignty and self-determination.

Saint Josephine Bakhita, who was enslaved as a child and bore scars from physical abuse
throughout her life, found in Christ a freedom that transcended her physical circumstances.
When she was later asked whether she harbored hatred towards those who kidnapped and
enslaved her, she said that she would instead “kiss their hands” because, as the Bible teaches,
God turned what man meant for evil into the incomparable joy of entering the Catholic Church."”
®Her journey from enslavement to spiritual freedom offers hope that wounds can become
sources of redemption.

The Catholic principle of solidarity calls us to recognize that we are one human family, despite
our differences. True solidarity with Native communities means working to dismantle the
structures that continue to nail them to crosses of inequality, poverty, and cultural oppression.
The Crucifix of La Salette effectively displays a hammer on one side and a pincer on the other,
prompting us to consider whether we will choose to drive in another nail or pull one out.’

Prayer: Jesus, whose hands and feet were pierced with nails, bring healing to Native
communities that continue to feel the pain of historical trauma and contemporary injustice.
Transform the instruments of oppression into tools for liberation. Help us to practice true
solidarity that goes beyond words to concrete actions for justice. May we learn from saints like
Josephine Bakhita how to find freedom even in the midst of suffering. Guide the Church to use
its influence to support policies that strengthen tribal sovereignty and protect Native rights. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

18 https://ihe.catholic.edu/saint-josephine-bakhita-beacon-of-hope/
7 https://lasalette.org/article/spirituality-and-charism/1824-the-crucifix-of-la-salette
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Station 12: Jesus Dies on the Cross

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

<A moment of silence>

Jesus cries out, "It is finished," and gives up his spirit. The earth itself responds to this moment—
the temple veil tears, the ground shakes, the sun darkens. Here in this forest, we pause in reverent
silence, aware that these trees have witnessed many deaths—both natural cycles of life and
death, and the tragic deaths of Native peoples through violence, disease, and displacement.

The death of Jesus carries echoes of the many deaths that have marked Native history—the mass
killings at Wounded Knee and other massacre sites, the countless children who never returned
from boarding schools, the elders who died with languages and knowledge that disappeared with
them.

Saint Thérese of Lisieux, known as the Little Flower, who died young from tuberculosis,
understood that great love can be expressed in small actions and that suffering can be
transformed through union with Christ.!® Her "little way" reminds us that reconciliation happens
not only in grand gestures but in daily acts of respect and understanding.

The Catholic understanding of redemptive suffering offers a way to find meaning in the
historical suffering of Native peoples—not to justify or minimize it, but to recognize that no pain
is wasted in God's economy of salvation. As Pope John Paul 11 wrote, "In bringing about the
Redemption through suffering, Christ has also raised human suffering to the level of the
Redemption. Thus each man, in his suffering, can also become a sharer in the redemptive
suffering of Christ." (Salvifici Doloris, 19).1°

Prayer: Lord Jesus, who gave your life on the cross for the salvation of all humanity, we
remember the Native peoples who have died throughout the history of this land—those who died
defending their communities, those who died from diseases brought by settlers, those who died
in boarding schools far from home, and those who continue to die today from the effects of
poverty, addiction, and despair. May their deaths, united with yours, bear fruit in new life and
hope for their communities. May the wisdom, languages, and traditions that have been lost be
restored in new ways. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

18 https://faith.nd.edu/saint/st-therese-of-lisieux/
9 https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/apost_letters/1984/documents/hf_jp-
ii_apl 11021984 _salvifici-doloris.html
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Station 13: Jesus is Taken Down from the Cross

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

Loving hands gently remove Jesus' body from the cross. Mary receives her son's broken body in
her arms—a moment of profound tenderness amid terrible loss. This act of caring for the dead
speaks to the importance of proper burial rites and honoring ancestors, values deeply held in
Native cultures.

The taking down of Jesus from the cross invites us to consider our responsibility to take down
the contemporary crosses of injustice and discrimination. It challenges us to work toward a
society where no one remains crucified by poverty, lack of healthcare, or denial of basic rights.

Saint Damien of Molokai, who ministered to those with leprosy in Hawaii and eventually
contracted the disease himself, embodies this commitment to standing with the marginalized
until the end.?’ His willingness to touch those whom others feared reflects Christ's healing touch
that crossed boundaries of purity and taboo.

The USCCB pastoral plan emphasizes the importance of honoring the ancestors and
incorporating Native understanding of the communion of saints into Catholic pastoral practice.
This represents a recognition that Native ways of honoring the dead and maintaining
relationships with ancestors can enrich Catholic understanding of the communion of saints.

Prayer: Jesus, whose body was tenderly taken down from the cross, help us to honor all who
have gone before us—the ancestors whose names we know and those whose names have been
lost to history. Guide Native communities in their efforts to reclaim and properly rebury
ancestral remains held in museums and collections. Strengthen the Church's commitment to
protecting Native sacred sites and burial grounds. May we follow the example of Saint Damien
in reaching out with compassion to those who suffer in our midst. Help us to recognize and take
down the crosses of injustice that continue to cause suffering in Native communities. We ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

20 https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/saints/damien-of-molokai-539



https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/saints/damien-of-molokai-539

Station 14: Jesus is Laid in the Tomb

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you. Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world.

Jesus' body is placed in a borrowed tomb, a cave carved from rock. A stone is rolled across the
entrance, sealing him in darkness. This is not the end of the story, but a necessary pause—a time
of waiting in the darkness for the new life that will emerge with the Resurrection.

As we stand in this forest, we are reminded that seeds must be buried in darkness before they can
sprout into new life. Native traditions have long understood this rhythm of death and rebirth, of
necessary seasons of dormancy before renewal.

The tomb of Jesus represents both an ending and the potential for a new beginning. Similarly, the
Truth and Reconciliation Garden at Mepkin Abbey creates a space where painful truths can be
buried—not to be forgotten, but to be transformed into the soil from which new relationships can
grow.?!

Venerable Henriette Delille, a free woman of color in pre-Civil War New Orleans who founded
the Sisters of the Holy Family despite tremendous opposition, understood that sometimes one
generation must be buried in order for future generations to flourish saying "I believe in God. |
hope in God. I love. | want to live and die for God."?? The Sisters of the Holy Family are still an
active order today, with sisters working in nursing homes and as teachers, administrators, and
other pastoral positions, a testament to how seeds planted in difficult soil can eventually bear
fruit

Prayer: Lord Jesus, in the tomb awaiting the glory of Resurrection, be with us in the dark times
of waiting and uncertainty. Help us to trust that what appears to be an ending may be the
preparation for a new beginning. Guide the process of truth, forgiveness, and reconciliation
between the Church and Native peoples, knowing that acknowledging painful truths is necessary
before healing can begin. May we find hope in the wisdom of Venerable Henriette Delille, who
persevered in faith despite seemingly insurmountable obstacles. Prepare our hearts for the joy of
Resurrection and the promise of new life that comes when justice and mercy embrace. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

21 https://mepkinabbey.org/a-meditation-on-the-presence-of-the-truth-reconciliation-garden-at-mepkin-
abbey/

22 https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/35418/meet-the-creole-nun-who-risked-her-life-to-teach-
slaves
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Closing Prayer
<To be read at the conclusion of the Stations>

Creator God, as we conclude our journey through these Stations of the Cross, we give you thanks
for walking with us through these woods.

We have remembered the suffering of your Son and recognized in it the sufferings of Native
peoples throughout the history of this land. We have also glimpsed the promise of resurrection—
the hope that death and oppression do not have the final word.

The USCCB pastoral plan "Keeping Christ's Sacred Promise" reminds us that reconciliation is
not a single event but an ongoing journey. As we leave this forest path and return to our daily
lives, it helps us to carry forward the commitments we have made to work for justice, healing,
and right relationship between all peoples.

May we invoke Pope Francis's wisdom with confidence: "Here we see a first principle for
progress in building a people: time is greater than space. This principle enables us to work
slowly but surely, without being obsessed with immediate results. It helps us patiently to endure
difficult and adverse situations, or inevitable changes in our plans...What we need, then, is to
give priority to actions which generate new processes in society and engage other persons and
groups who can develop them to the point where they bear fruit in significant historical events.
Without anxiety, but with clear convictions and tenacity.” (Evangelii Gaudium, 222-223).%
Healing historical wounds and building new relationships require patience, resilience and
perseverance.

Holy One, who created the forests and plains, the mountains and rivers of this land, guide us to
be good stewards of your creation. Help us to learn from Native peoples who have maintained
sustainable relationships with the earth for countless generations.

Great Spirit, who breathes life into all peoples, strengthen the Catholic Church's commitment to
walking alongside Native communities in their struggles and celebrations. May our parishes and
institutions be places where Native Catholics can fully express both their cultural identities and
their Catholic faith. May God, who is blessed above all, bless you in all things through Christ, so
that whatever happens in your lives will work together for your good.?* We ask all this through
Christ our Lord, who suffered, died, and rose, so that we might have life and have it more
abundantly.® Amen.

2 https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-
francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.htmW#Unity_prevails_over_conflict

24 https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/sacramentals-blessings/order-
for-a-blessing-to-be-used-in-various-circumstances

25 https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/10
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